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revolution planned and wilful, as the coming form of mental
existence. The scale of life was altering, and the new movement
from the outset must needs be very great, greater than any other
movement that has ever sought to change the general way of
mankind. One thought of the outstanding teachers and founders
of the past as mighty figures, but this movement must be far
mightier in its ambition. The days when a single Buddha and a
little group of disciples could start out to change the human soul,
or a single Mohammed establish the rule of Allah on earth, or a
single Aristotle set all science astir, had passed by. Countless men
and women must serve - as men and women served science - and
none be taken as a figurehead. This new world cult would have an
infinitude of parts and aspects but it must never lose itself in its
parts. It must be held together by a common confession and
common repudiations. Its common basis must be firstly the
history of all life as one being that grew in wisdom and power,
and secondly the completest confidence in the possibility of the
informed will to comprehend and control. Such ideas were
spreading already like a ferment throughout the world.
It was just because this world religion, blind still and hardly
more aware of itself than a new-born puppy, was nevertheless
astir and crawling and feeling its way about, that reaction and
suppression were everywhere becoming aggressive and violent.
With the soundest instinct they were impelled to kill the new
world - if it could be killed - before it accumulated the impetus
that would abolish them. It is not only those who desire it who
see the great order of the world at hand, but they also, those
others who apprehend it as the shadow of a new state of affairs
utterly unpropitious to and prohibitive of all their pride and
advantages. They too believe it is possible and near. Violent
reaction is the first catspaw to every revolutionary storm. And so
for all further progress those who are progressive will have to
fight, have to organise - for defence as well as aggression. It is a
light for the earth and the whole world of man. Who can live in
peace, who can be let alone, in the midst of such a war? Who can
be permitted the immunities of a friendly neutrality? The forces
of reaction arc not more powerful now but more manifest, more
active and militant because only now do they begin to feel the
strength and the full danger of the creative attack.
To that effect Philip had written - though more discursively.
He halted, he went back, he repeated himself several times; but